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TO  THE  CHAIRMAN  AND  MEMBERS  OF  THE 
BRECONSHIRE  EDUCATION  COMMITTEE. 


Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I have  the  honour  to  present  to  you  the  41st  Annual  Report 
of  the  School  Medical  Service  and  its  work  during  the  year  ending 
31st  December,  1951. 

During  the  year  2,018  children  were  inspected  who  were  attend- 
ing the  Primary  and  Secondary  Schools  and  697  attending  the  County 
Grammar  Schools  compared  with  2543  and  722  respectively  in  1950. 

School  Closures. — Eleven  schools  were  closed  on  account  of 
infectious  diseases. 

School  Medical  Service. — 

There  have  been  no  major  alterations  in  the  School  Medical 
Services  in  the  year  under  review. 

Dr.  D.  W.  T.  Harris  commenced  duties  as  an  Assistant  Medical 
Officer  on  21st  March,  1951,  in  place  of  Dr.  R.  C.  Forrester  who 
died  the  previous  year. 

I am  indebted  to  the  Teachers  throughout  the  County  for  their 
continuous  co-operation. 

I have  the  honour  to  be, 

Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gendemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

W.  F.  W.  BETENSON, 

School  Medical  Officer. 

County  Health  Offices, 

The  Watton,  Brecon. 

29th  May,  1952. 
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TABLE  OF  PRIMARY  AND  SECONDARY 
AND  COUNTY  GRAMMAR  SCHOOL  CHILDREN 


Number  of  Departments 
Number  of  Scholars  on  the  Roll 
Average  Attendance 


99 

8686 

7839 


DIPHTHERIA  IMMUNISATION.— 


Number  of  children  immunised  by  the  Council’s  Medical 
Officers  during  the  year  ended  31st  December,  1951: — 


Primary. 

District. 

Immunisation. 

, 

>• 

Re-inforcing 

Under  5 

M 

1 

Totals 

Doses. 

Brecon  Urban 

55 

10 

65 

97 

Brynmawr  Urban 

56 

I 

57 

12 

Builth  Urban 

16 

3 

19 

II 

Hay  Urban 

12 

5 

17 

52 

Llanwrtyd  Urban 

4 

3 

7 

I 

Brecon  Rural 

25 

12 

37 

20 

Builth  Rural 

1 

4 

5 

7 

Crickhowell  Rural 

30 

13 

43 

44 

Hay  Rural 

15 

3 

18 

82 

Vaynor  Rural 

53 

7 

60 

44 

Ystradgynlais  Rural 

76 

49 

125 

74 

Totals 

343 

IIO 

453 

444 

PRIMARY  AND  SECONDARY  SCHOOLS.— 

Number  of  Children  examined  : — 


Routine  Inspections 
Special  Inspections 
Re-Inspections 

Males 

735 

83 

188 

Females 

700 

102 

210 

Totals 

1435 

185 

398 

Totals 

1006 

1012 

2018 

COUNTY  GRAMMAR  SCHOOLS.— 


Number  of  Children  examined 

Routine  Inspections 
Special  Inspections 
Re-Inspections 


Males 

Females 

Totals 

254 

239 

493 

8 

5 

13 

109 

82 

191 

37i 

326 

697 

Totals 
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TREATMENT  OF  VISION. 

1.  Number  of  children  examined  in  the  year  ... 

2.  Number  for  whom  spectacles 

(a)  were  prescribed 
(. b ) were  obtained 

*From  5/7/48  spectacles  were  obtained  from  opticians  and  not 
by  L.E.A. 


353 

205 

not  known* 


Table  of  Cases  examined  by  the  Assistant  School  Medical 
Officer 


No.  of  cases  No.  referred  to  No.  of  cases  for  whom 

seen.  Eye  Specialist.  glasses  were  prescribed. 

54  2 43 

Table  of  Cases  examined  by  the  Eye  Specialist. 

No.  of  cases  seen.  No.  of  cases  for  whom 

New  cases.  Re-Inspections.  Total  glasses  were  prescribed. 

103  198  301  162 


EYE  OPERATIONS. 

Mr.  G.  W.  Hoare,  the  Consultant  Ophthalmic  Surgeon,  held 
thirteen  operative  sessions  at  Brecon  War  Memorial  Hospital  during 


operated 

on  23  children  for 

squint  or  other  defects. 

No.  of  Children 

Type  of 

Date 

operated  upon. 

Operation. 

18.1.51 

2 

2 

Squints 

1.2.51 

I 

1 

Squint 

15.2.51 

2 

2 

Squints 

15.3.51 

2 

2 

Squints 

5-4-51 

2 

2 

Squints 

26.4.51 

2 

2 

Squints 

3I-5-5I 

2 \ 

fi 

Ptosis 

1 

Li 

Probing  of  Ducts 

14.6.51 

I 

1 

Squint 

I3-9-5I 

3 I 

fi 

Needling  opn. 

li 

Probing  of  Ducts 

I 

|i 

Exam,  under  general 

1 

l 

anaesthetic 

11. 10.51 

2 

2 

Squints 

25.10.51 

2 1 

Squint 

Bilateral  skin  and 

1 

muscle  operation 

I4-H-5I 

1 

1 

Squint 

6.12.51 

1 

1 

Needling  operation 

Total 

...  23 
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ORTHOPAEDIC. 

Orthopaedic  Clinics  throughout  the  County  were  held  at  regular 
intervals  by  the  Orthopaedic  Sister,  Miss  I.  Leefe. 

Urgent  cases  were  sent  to  see  Mr.  A.  O.  Parker,  the  Orthopaedic 
Surgeon  at  the  Prince  of  Wales  Hospital,  Cardiff.  Mr.  Parker 
attended  the  County  on  thrpe  occasions — see  Table  below  : — 


Table  of  cases  seen  by  the  Orthopaedic  Surgeon. 


Centre. 

Date  of  Examination 

Brecon 

18/9/51 

Bryn- 

mawr 

9/10/51 

Ystrad- 

gynlais 

27/11/51 

Total 

1.  Number  of  Children  called  up  for 
examination 

21 

36 

42 

99 

2.  Number  of  Children  present  and 
examined 

20 

35 

40 

95 

3.  Number  found  not  to  require 
Treatment 

5 

2 

7 

4.  Number  found  to  require  Domi- 
ciliary or  Clinic  Treatment 

13 

33 

36 

82 

5.  Number  found  to  require  Hospital 
Treatment 

1 

2 

2 

5 

6.  For  X’Ray 

1 

— 

1 

The  Orthopaedic  Scheme  is  proceeding  very  much  as  before. 
There  are  still  a good  number  of  slight  cases  referred  to  the  Clinics 
for  minor  shoe  alterations,  exercises,  etc. 

Severe  cases  more  often  than  not  are  sent  straight  from  their 
doctors  to  the  Orthopaedic  Hospitals.  These  usually  come  under 
the  Clinics  for  after  care  later. 

During  the  year  the  Ystradgynlais  Clinic  has  been  changed 
from  Tuesday  to  Wednesday  otherwise  there  is  no  change  in  routine 
clinics. 

DENTAL  TREATMENT. 

Apart  from  the  treatment  figures  given  in  Table  II,  Group  V, 
the  following  treatment  has  been  carried  out : — 

Dentures  supplied 
No.  of  Reg.  Plates  supplied 
Reg.  Plate  adjustments 
No.  of  impressions  taken 
No.  of  Vincents  treatments 
No.  treated  for  Vincents 
X-Ray  Plates 


9 

13 

13 

28 
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REPORT  OF  SCHOOL  DENTAL  OFFICER. 

It  is  my  pleasure  to  present  a report  on  the  School  Dental 
Service  for  the  year  ending  31st  December,  1951. 

The  staff  has  remained  the  same  during  the  year  and  the  work 
done  has  been  carried  out  smoothly  with  little  alteration  in  the  amount 
to  that  done  in  the  previous  year.  It  might  be  noted  that  there  has 
been  a slight  increase  in  the  number  of  permanent  extractions 
possibly  due  to  the  delay  in  visiting  the  Grammar  Schools  in  the 
County  which  have  been  awaiting  routine  treatment  rather  longer 
than  usual. 

The  established  clinic  days  have  remained  the  same  with  a small 
decrease  in  the  number  presenting  themselves  for  casual  treatment, 
efforts  are  still  made  to  try  and  substantially  reduce  this  number 
but  it  is  always  found  that  some  parents,  who  refuse  treatment  for 
their  children  at  the  routine  inspections  then  present  themselves 
at  the  Clinic  when  their  children  have  toothache.  It  is  very  difficult 
to  refuse  a child  treatment  under  circumstances  like  these.  The 
folly  of  refusing  treatment  is  pointed  out  to  the  parent  but  I regret 
to  say  that  it  does  not  always  bear  fruit.  There  is  also  a certain 
percentage  of  children  absent  at  the  routine  treatment  visit  who 
attend  at  the  clinics  on  these  fixed  days. 

A certain  amount  of  our  time  on  these  regular  clinic  days  is 
devoted  to  orthodontic  and  denture  cases,  admittedly  they  are  small 
in  number  but  it  is  found  that  in  a vastly  scattered  area  like  Brecon- 
shire it  is  difficult  to  cope  with  but  a few  cases  who  make  special 
application  for  this  type  of  treatment.  There  are  many  such  cases 
to  be  dealt  with  and  it  is  hoped  that  one  day  the  neighbouring 
authorities  will  combine  and  appoint  a consultant  orthodontic  specialist 
to  carry  out  this  most  important  branch  of  the  School  Dental  Service. 

Since  my  last  report  was  made  a new  Secondary  Modern  School 
has  been  opened  and  we  have  managed  to  instal  a pump  chair  in  what 
is  a temporary  clinic  in  the  school  and  three  routine  treatment  visits 
have  been  made  during  the  year. 

It  is  again  my  pleasure  to  thank  the  teaching  staff  of  the  County 
for  their  help  and  co-operation  during  the  year. 

NUTRITION— 1951 

A glance  at  the  Nutrition  tables  on  pages  7 and  8 reveals  a great 
discrepancy  in  the  figures  given  by  the  respective  doctors  in  the 
numbers  recorded  under  groups  A,  B and  C.  To  a certain  extent 
this  is  inevitable  and  due  to  the  different  opinions  held  by  the  various 
members  of  the  staff,  but  owing  to  an  unfortunate  misunderstanding 
which  has  now  been  corrected.  Dr.  Harris  included  his  “normals” 
in  the  A group  inferring  that  the  B group  was  only  intended  to  include 
slightly  subnormals.  The  figures  appear  to  shew  that  the  girls  are 
a stronger  and  physically  better  developed  lot  than  the  boys,  but 
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there  is  still,  I feel,  a tendency  to  confuse  physique  with  nutrition. 
I must  confess  that  I myself  who  probably  do  as  much  private  work 
as  any  School  Medical  Officer  on  this  problem  am  at  times  tempted 
to  be  led  astray  in  my  own  classification  between  an  A and  a B. 


The  figures  on  pages  7 and  8 when  divided  into  boys  and  girls 
examined  by  each  of  us  shew  : — 


Entrants 

2nd  Age  Group 

3rd  Age  Group 

Boys 

Girls 

Boys 

Girls 

Boys 

Girls 

Dr.  Betenson 

27 

12 

105 

47 

181 

2 

Dr.  Harris 

290 

268 

43 

29 

— 

1 

Dr.  Constance  Evans 

77 

90 

9 

154 

93 

I myself  do  no  infant  schools  and  concentrate  on  junior  and 
senior  boys.  Dr.  Harris’s  figures  shew  a fairly  even  division  of  boys 
and  girls  and  Dr.  Constance  Evans  concentrates  on  junior  and  senior 
girls. 

In  the  Grammar  Schools  all  the  boys  are  done  by  me  and  all 
the  girls  by  Dr.  Constance  Evans,  and  in  these  figures  is  revealed 
the  apparent  and  possibly  real  superiority  of  physique  and/or  nutrition 
of  the  girls  over  the  boys.  It  is,  however,  difficult  for  me  to  believe 
that  when  approximately  the  same  number  of  boys  and  girls  have 
been  examined  by  each  of  us  that  only  13%  of  the  boys  really  fall 
into  category  A as  against  37%  of  the  girls.  More  investigation  on 
this  important  branch  of  the  work  requires  to  be  done  though  un- 
fortunately it  is  not  a subject  that  appears  to  make  much  appeal. 


Primary  and  Secondary. 


DR.  W.  F.  BETENSON. 


Group 

No. 

Ex’d. 

A 

% 

B 

% 

C 

% 

Entrants 

39 

2 

5-13 

33 

84-61 

4 

10 ’26 

2nd  Age  Group 

152 

15 

9 '87 

132 

86  84 

5 

3 29 

3rd  Age  Group 

183 

30 

16-39 

150 

81-97 

3 

1 ‘64 

Totals 

374 

47 

12-57 

315 

84-22 

12 

3-21 

DR.  D.  W.  T.  HARRIS. 


Entrants 
2nd  Age  Group 
3rd  Age  Group 

558 

72 

1 

423 

57 

1 

75’8x 
79-17 
IOO '00 

134 

15 

24-01 

20-83 

1 

0- 18 

Totals 

631 

481 

76-23 

149 

23-61 

1 

O'  16 
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Primary  and  Secondary. — Continued. 


DR.  C.  M.  S.  EVANS. 


Entrants 
2nd  Age  Group 
3rd  Age  Group 

167 

163 

93 

69 

49 

3i 

41-32 
30  06 
33 '33 

94 

88 

50 

5629 
53'99 
53  '77 

4 

26 

12 

239 
15  95 
12-90 

Totals 

423 

149 

35 ‘23 

232 

54-84 

42 

9 '93 

DR.  M.  R.  NOVAK  (Temporary) 


Entrants 
2nd  Age  Group 
3rd  Age  Group 

3 

4 

4 

100.00 

r 

33  ’33 

2 

66-67 

Totals 

7 

4 

57 '14 

1 

14-29 

2 

28-57 

TOTALS 


Entrants 
2nd  Age  Group 
3rd  Age  Group 

767 

39i 

277 

494 

125 

62 

64'4i 

31-97 

22-38 

262 

235 

200 

34-16 
60  ’ 10 
72-20 

11 

3i 

15 

1 '43 
793 
5-42 

Grand  Totals 

1435 

681 

47-46 

697 

48-57 

57 

397 

County  Grammar  Schools. 


DR.  W.  F.  W.  BETENSON. 


Group 

No. 

Ex’d. 

A 

% 

B 

% 

C 

% 

Other  Periodic 
Inspections 

151 

7 

464 

142 

94  04 

2 

1-32 

3rd  Age  Group 

103 

27 

26 '21 

75 

72-81 

1 

0-98 

Totals 

254 

34 

I3'39 

217 

85 '43 

3 

1 " 18 

DR.  C.  M.  S.  EVANS. 


Other  Periodic 
Inspections 
3rd  Age  Group 

126 

113 

40 

49 

3i '75 
43'36 

75 

54 

59 '52 
47 '79 

11  8-73 

10  8-85 

Totals 

239 

89 

37 '24 

129 

53 '97 

21  8-79 

TOTALS. 


Other  Periodic 
Inspections 
3rd  Age  Group 

277 

216 

47 

76 

16-97 

35*i8 

217 

129 

78-34 

59-72 

13 

11 

469 

5-10 

Grand  Totals 

493 

123 

24 '95 

346 

70-18 

24 

4' 87 
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PRIMARY,  SECONDARY,  AND  COUNTY  GRAMMAR 

SCHOOLS. 

TABLE  I. 

Return  of  Medical  Inspections,  1951. 

A. — Periodic  Medical  Inspections. 


Number  of  Code  Group  Inspections. — 


Entrants 

P.  &S. 
767 

C.G. 

Second  Age  Group 

39i 

— 

Third  Age  Group 

277 

216 

Totals 

1435 

216 

Number  of  other  Periodic  Inspections  ... 

— 

277 

Total  Routine  Inspections 

1435 

493 

B. — Other  Inspections. 

Number  of  Special  Inspections 

185 

13 

Number  of  Re-Inspections 

398 

191 

Totals 

583 

204 

Grand  Totals 

2018 

697 

» » (1950) 

2543 

722 

C. — Pupils  found  to  require  treatment. 


No.  of  Individual  Pupils  found  at  Periodic  Medical  Inspection 
to  require  treatment  (excluding  dental  diseases  and  Infestation  with 


Vermin)  : — 

Group 

Entrants 

Second  Age  Group 
Third  Age  Group 

For  defective 
vision 
(excluding 
squint). 

7 

21 

25 

For  any  of  the 
other  conditions 
recorded  in 
Table  IIA. 

38 

12 

14 

Total 

individual 

pupils 

43 

30 

32 

Total  Prescribed  groups  ... 
Other  periodic  inspections 

53 

11 

64 

8 

105 

19 

Grand  T otal 

64 

72 

124 
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PRIMARY,  SECONDARY,  AND  COUNTY  GRAMMAR 

SCHOOLS. 


TABLE  II. 


Return  of  defects 
ended  31st  December, 


found  by  medical  inspection  during  the  year 
1951- 


Defect  or  Disease. 


Periodic  Inspections 
No.  of  defects. 


Special  Inspections. 
No.  of  defects. 


Requiring  Requiring  Requiring  Requiring 
treatment  to  be  kept  treatment  to  be  kept 


under  ob- 
servation. 


under  ob- 
servation. 


Skin 

1 

7 

— 

— 

Eyes — 

60 

a.  Vision 

64 

40 

35 

b.  Squint 

13 

14 

6 

3 

c.  Other 

2 

— 

— 

Ears — 

a.  Hearing 

4 

9 

4 

2 

b.  Otitis  media 

1 

9 

X 

1 

c.  Other 

— 

2 

— 

Nose  or  Throat 

32 

150 

49 

24 

Speech 

— 

6 

— 

— 

Cervical  Glands 

1 

136 

— 

— 

Heart  and  Circulation 

1 

26 

— 

— 

Lungs 

2 

31 

2 

4 

Developmental — 

a.  Hernia 

— 

4 

1 

1 

b.  Other 

— 

13 

3 

Orthopaedic — 

8 

a.  Posture 

3 

1 

b.  Flat  Foot 

8 

13 

3 

2 

c.  Other 

12 

18 

2 

Nervous  System — 

a.  Epilepsy 

— 

1 

b.  Other 

3 

Psychological — 

a.  Development 



14 

— 

— 

b.  Stability 

— 

5 

1 

20 


Other 


II 


PRIMARY,  SECONDARY  AND  COUNTY  GRAMMAR 

SCHOOLS. 

TABLE  III. 

INFESTATION  WITH  VERMIN. 


(i)  Total  number  of  examinations  in  the  schools  by  the 

school  nurses  or  other  authorised  persons  ...  43591 

(ii)  Total  number  of  individual  pupils  found  to  be  infested  355 

(iii)  No.  of  individual  pupils  in  respect  of  whom  cleansing 
notices  were  issued  (Section  54(2)  Education  Act,  1944)  Nil 

(iv)  No.  of  individual  pupils  in  respect  of  whom  cleansing 
notices  were  issued  (Section  54(3)  Education  Act,  1944)  Nil 


TABLE  IV. 

TREATMENT  OF  PUPILS  ATTENDING  MAINTAINED 
PRIMARY  AND  SECONDARY  SCHOOLS  (Including 
SPECIAL  SCHOOLS). 

Group  1. — Diseases  of  the  skin  (excluding  uncleanliness). 

No.  of  cases  treated  or  under 
treatment  during  the  year. 

By  the  Authority.  Otherwise. 


Ringworm — (i)  Scalp  ...  — 

(ii)  Body  ...  6 

Scabies  ...  2 

Impetigo  ...  41 

Other  skin  diseases  ...  6 


Total 


55 
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PRIMARY,  SECONDARY,  AND  COUNTY  GRAMMAR 

SCHOOLS. 

TABLE  IV  (Continued). 

Group  2.— Eye  Diseases.  Defective  Vision  and  Squint. 

No.  of  cases  dealt  with 
By  the  Authority  Otherwise 

External  and  other,  excluding  errors  of 

refraction  and  squint  ...  3 

Errors  of  refraction  (including  squint)  52 


Total  ...  55 

No.  of  pupils  for  whom  spectacles  were 

(a)  Prescribed  ...  43 

(b)  Obtained  ...  Not  known  as  spectacles  are 

now  supplied  by  opticians 

•Cases  examined  by  Mr.  Hoare,  the  Eye  Specialist,  at  School  Clinics 
under  the  Hospital  Service. 


30T 


301  ■ 


162' 


Group  3. — Diseases  and  Defects  of  Ear,  Nose  and  Throat. 


Received  operative  treatment — 


No.  of  cases  treated 
By  the  Authority.  Otherwise. 


(a)  for  diseases  of  the  ear  ...  — — 

(b)  for  adenoids  and  chronic 

tonsilitis  ...  — 67  s 

(c)  for  other  nose  and  throat 

conditions  — — 

Received  other  forms  of  treatment...  16  — 


Total  ...  16  67* 

•This  is  the  number  of  children  known  to  have  been  operated  on, 
but  the  true  figure  will  be  greater  than  this  as  hospitals  do  not 
generally  notify  this  Office  of  cases  treated. 
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PRIMARY,  SECONDARY,  AND  COUNTY  GRAMMAR 

SCHOOLS. 

TABLE  IV  (Continued) 


Group  4. — Orthopaedic  and  Postural  Defects. 

(a)  No.  treated  as  in-patients  in  hospitals  ...  11 

By  the  Authority.  Otherwise. 

(b)  No.  treated  otherwise,  e.g., 
in  clinics  or  out-patient 

departments  ...  923  — 


Group  5. — Child  Guidance  Treatment. 

No.  of  pupils  treated  at  Child  Guidance 
Clinics  . . . Nil 


Group  6. — Speech  Therapy. 


No.  of  cases  treated. 

By  the  Authority.  Otherwise. 

No.  of  pupils  treated  by 
Speech  Therapists  ...  — 2 


Group  7. — Other  Treatment  Given. 


No.  of  cases  treated. 

By  the  Authority.  Otherwise. 

(a)  Miscellaneous  minor  ailments  117  

(b)  Others  ...  


Total 


117 


14 

PRIMARY,  SECONDARY,  AND  COUNTY  GRAMMAR 

SCHOOLS. 

TABLE  V. 

Dental  Inspection  and  Treatment  carried  out  by  the  Authority. 

1951- 

1.  No.  of  pupils  inspected  by  the  Authority’s  Dental  Officers 

(a)  Periodic  age  groups  ...  5709 

(b)  Specials  ...  609 

Total  ...  6318 

2.  No.  found  to  require  treatment  ...  3664 

3.  No.  referred  for  treatment  ...  2951 

4.  No.  actually  treated  ...  2277 

5.  Attendances  made  by  pupils  for  treatment  ...  2988 

6.  Half-days  devoted  to  : (a)  Inspection  ...  137 

(b)  Treatment  ...  596 

Total  ...  733 

7.  Fillings  : Permanent  Teeth  ...  2678 

Temporary  Teeth  ...  561 

Total  ...  3239 

8.  No.  of  Teeth  Filled  : Permanent  Teeth  ...  2304 

Temporary  Teeth  ...  304 

Total  ...  2608 

9.  Extractions  : Permanent  Teeth  ...  532 

Temporary  Teeth  ...  3439 

Total  ...  3971 

10.  Administration  of  general  anaesthetics  for  extraction  ...  8 

11.  Other  Operations  : Permanent  Teeth  ...  123 

Temporary  Teeth  ...  18 

Total  ...  141 


PRIMARY,  SECONDARY,  AND  COUNTY  GRAMMAR  SCHOOLS. 
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CHILDREN  IN  RESIDENTIAL  SPECIAL  SCHOOLS  DURING  1951 

TABLE  VII. 

Age.  Condition.  Institution.  Admitted. 

11  ...  Epileptic  ...  Maghull  Home  for  Epileptics,  ...  2.10.47 

Liverpool 
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S.P.,  girl  II  ...  TorticoUis  ...  ditto  ...  3-10.51  Discharged  3.11.51 

P.L.,  girl  4 ...  Congenital  dislocation  hip  ditto  ...  26.6.51  Discharged  16.7.51 

1. 12.51 

W.D.J.,  boy  5 ...  Webbed  fingers  ...  ditto  ...  20.6.51  Discharged  16.7.51 

L.R.,  boy  11  ...  Torticollis  ...  ditto  ...  3.11.51  Discharged  7.12.51 


